By Bobby Les Lvwsance Pholography by Russsl Bomit

Ardovino’s Desert Crossing

Banfi Wine Dinner

Ardowing's Desert l_'nh'\li'lll,; mestauararl siks J|.|.:|| o a hilkside BEpN
rabing Tesas and MNew Mevico Spectacular sunsets and city lights
can be viewed from the dining room. This venue providid the per-
fect amblance for pakring the excellent wines rom Castello Bani
Wiinery with the almuosk speritual culinary creations of Chel Helisna
Ritz Unevela, Chef Helena has been at the helm for e past flve
years atd has a well-deserved esoellent meputabon. Hosts Rober
Ardowving and his sister Malena grachoamly grevbed us on artcal

Pamela Phelps, District Manager, represented Castello Banfi, an
Ralian vineyard located 125 miles north of Rome in the iamous
Montalcino district. A bried history of the Castello Banfi Winery &
worth noting here: Castello Banfi is a rarity armsang [falian wins
estates, nob just because of s sive (some 7,100 acres, of which
aromend 2400 ane planted with vines), iis cormpos o of single vine
vards or its sbate=of-Eheart w ey, bul becavse | was stapied
from scrateh less than 20 years ago, Most of the land was cov-

Front: Pamela Phelps olong with Molena Ardoving, Chef Helend et with forest and brush when the Mariand family found
Ritz Unzuala, Robert Ardoving and soff it. Nevertheless, ihey mecopriiaed the site was

exactly what thev had been searching for.

The first course was a delicate Black

| trwnas] Soup. The missels were res-
Hedd in a creamy Créme Fraiche and
Chardonnay broth seasoned with =
o This velvely sourp weas Paired with
Banfi's Le Rime. The aromatic Blend of
il l:||:q:|1 arid 1.,'h.|r|.‘||.lnll.lul._ with ii=
mdreshing acidity, alliswed e soup b
fake center skage




|

'TH' socond course was a Seared Doeck Breast
Salad. Thwe :'hl.:l.Fl.E Leal Farms duck, seasoned with
sumin, corander and allspice was lavered over
tbhabry spring geroens, drizzbed with a sweet balsam:-
e anel rosemary glase, and accompanied by dried
m and {h"n'}' cousoous. This creative salad
Hhi'.l.irl.ul withi a }1.1ul|.'|l|.|.1 rind weima, Canl=cli -Sasso
framslation: “Stony Hill"L a Super Tuscan
‘Labermet Sauvignon, Sangiovese blind, perfectly
' ting the glased duck.

T |1|.|._I|.l,.1 course, Penmet Kegate, was prrpmﬂ.’- al
demde, smotheresd with wood-oanen roasted organde
yellow iomatoes, garlic and sweet Vidalia onsons.
This typical Ialian dish needied a typical Ttalian
wine, 50 here our host chose a Chianti Classico
#ﬁi L ldanta may b the i.i.l'l_ﬁl-l.' b= - kramsvn
wine m the world, Banfi's blend of Sangiese,
Canaiody Nero and Cabernet Sauvignon with fla-
wors of vanilla, cocoa and spice. was the perfect
hoce foe this dlish.

:Tl'! main course, creativily cralbid 1.\:..' Ched
Hebema, was American Rack of Lamb with cherry
fﬁguﬂr chutney, Gorgoneola cream sauoe, nesthed
:-.ﬂ.h'ql ol I'.:rmlﬁ':anu puL"nl.L It wiras l'u.-a'-'i.-rﬂ:r.
1.H'I.l'l: betler o serve with this |."!|.|,1|:iI'IH dish than
F.*ll'-: Banfi'e “Cum Laude™T This Super Tuscan
_t_l.nﬂ- 1= a4 combination of SamEiovess, Cabwerresd
ww Merdot and Syrah; a full-bodied ned
Wiire with aromas of berres, clove, andse and Black

'l'b:h dessert of triple chocolate timbales. served
with a udge suce and fresh blusbermies wis
; by Brachetto [ Acqui-Rosa Regale, a
Sparking roed  wine ihal  was  sweet  and
appealing,

.;-: guests entlisdastically acknowledged a per-
et evening by giving Chef Helena, her staff, and
] Robert and Malena Ardovino a 1|1-II'II:HI'IH

our Place in the Italian Countryside
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/ -"-Tlu' finest hand-sclected ﬁll'il:jl and wines

Sample .;’lﬂnl-‘ﬂ"i.nning NM Wines m
jl:ﬂrrll'l L-u'"_l: ﬂlmiu L= I"l'l,.u:lllh Coniacla

Manicaresti Pants - Artison Cheeses
Bear Creek Smolchouse Fine Meats
Rin:rﬂn"ﬂlﬂ“‘m | Cl'_l“!la!,

Urban Accents Spices - Cave-Aged Lorovere
&qlﬂtﬁﬂ“ H.iu.h;m : “Im i rJ.h H.II | |||.'||l'.'|lll-
Kalfe Magnum Flavarnod Calfres

~ are at the End of the Vine in Ruidoso, NM
Fine [Mive Chils & (3 lives Fuhu'.lr[mrh:

Ageed Vinegars « Parmigiano Reggiano

Mumi Tea = Pofic Tea - B, B Caolin

fells Pesto - Mapa Villey Harvest

MNew EOTVY Products:
- 1||'|i.| fioke Parmeian 1 iFII: mals
sRanpberry Chipotle Sauce
Sarm Liried Tomain lopping
1 '||J|=|:I [avender Homeradivh
-~l1..‘|lll'll Kiew Lire T
Haoastcd Hed Pepp

.i||1|.1 i
Rl sh

2801 Sudderth - Ruidoso
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